
115-25-5. Turkey; fall season, bag limit, and permits. (a) There shall be no open fall season
for the taking of turkey in Kansas.The open season for the taking of turkey in the fall by use of
any legal equipment shall be October 31 through January 31 of the following year, excluding the
following days:

(1) The first Saturday of September and continuing for a total of 23 days including the first
Saturday of September; and

(2) The Wednesday following Thanksgiving and continuing for a total of 12 days including
the Wednesday following Thanksgiving.

(b) The units and the number of permits authorized for the taking of turkey during the
established seasons shall be as follows:

(1) Unit 1. Unit 1 shall consist of that area bounded by a line from the Nebraska-Kansas state
line south on federal highway US-183 to its junction with interstate highway I-70, then west on
interstate highway I-70 to the Colorado-Kansas state line, then north along the Colorado-Kansas
state line to its junction with Nebraska-Kansas state line, and then east along the Nebraska-
Kansas state line to its junction with federal highway US-183, except federal and state
sanctuaries. An unlimited number of permits shall be authorized for unit 1.

(2) Unit 2. Unit 2 shall consist of that area bounded by a line from the Nebraska-Kansas state
line south on federal highway US-81 to its junction with interstate highway I-135, then south on
interstate highway I-135 to its junction with federal highway US-56, then west on federal
highway US-56 to its junction with state highway K-96, then west on state highway K-96 to its
junction with federal highway US-183, then north on federal highway US-183 to its junction
with the Nebraska-Kansas state line, and then east along the Nebraska-Kansas state line to its
junction with federal highway US-81, except federal and state sanctuaries. An unlimited number
of permits shall be authorized for unit 2.

(3) Unit 3. Unit 3 shall consist of that area bounded by a line from the Nebraska-Kansas state
line south on federal highway US-81 to its junction with interstate highway I-135, then south on
interstate highway I-135 to its junction with federal highway US-56, then east on federal
highway US-56 to its junction with state highway K-150, then east on state highway K-150 to its
junction with federal highway US-50, then east on federal highway US-50 to its junction with
interstate highway I-35, then northeast on interstate highway I-35 to its junction with the
Missouri-Kansas state line, then north along the Missouri-Kansas state line to its junction with



Nebraska-Kansas state line, and then west along the Nebraska-Kansas state line to its junction
with federal highway US-81, except federal and state sanctuaries. An unlimited number of
permits shall be authorized for unit 3.

(4) Unit 4. Unit 4 shall consist of that portion of the state bounded by a line from the Kansas-
Colorado state line east on interstate highway I-70 to its junction with federal highway US-183,
then south on federal highway US-183 to its junction with federal highway US-54, then
southwest on federal highway US-54 to the Oklahoma-Kansas state line, then west along the
Oklahoma-Kansas state line to its junction with the Colorado-Kansas state line, and then north
along the Colorado-Kansas state line to its junction with interstate highway I-70, except federal
and state sanctuaries. No permits shall be authorized in unit 4.

(5) Unit 5. Unit 5 shall consist of that portion of the state bounded by a line from the
Oklahoma-Kansas state line north on interstate highway I-35 to its junction with interstate
highway I-135, then northwest on interstate I-135 to its junction with federal highway US-56,
then west on federal highway US-56 to its junction with state highway K-96, then west on state
highway K-96 to its junction with federal highway US-183, then south on federal highway US-
183 to its junction with federal highway US-54, then southwest on federal highway US-54 to the
Oklahoma-Kansas state line, and then east along the Oklahoma-Kansas state line to its junction
with interstate highway I-35, except federal and state sanctuaries. An unlimited number of
permits shall be authorized for unit 5.

(6) Unit 6. Unit 6 shall consist of that portion of the state bounded by a line from the
Oklahoma-Kansas state line north on interstate highway I-35 to its junction with interstate
highway I-135, then northwest on interstate I-135 to its junction with federal highway US-56,
then east on federal highway US-56 to its junction with state highway K-150, then east on state
highway K-150 to its junction with federal highway US-50, then east on federal highway US-50
to its junction with interstate highway I-35, then northeast on interstate highway I-35 to its
junction with the Missouri-Kansas state line, then south along the Missouri-Kansas state line to
its junction with the Oklahoma-Kansas state line, and then west along the Oklahoma-Kansas
state line to its junction with interstate highway I-35, except federal and state sanctuaries. An
unlimited number of permits shall be authorized for unit 6.

(c) The bag limit for the open fall season shall be one bearded turkey of either sex for each
permit or game tag.



(d) Nonresidents may not apply for or obtain a turkey permit or game tag for the open fall
season, except as provided in K.S.A. 32-969, and amendments thereto. An individual shall not
apply for or obtain more than one bearded turkey permit for the open fall season.

(e) Turkey permits and turkey game tags shall be valid only for the unit or units designated
on the turkey permit or turkey game tag.
(Authorized by and implementing K.S.A. 2025 Supp. 32-807 and K.S.A. 32-969; amended May
10, 2023; amended P-_______________________)
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Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks Eleazar Hazel 785.296.3885
Agency Agency Contact Contact Phone Number

115-25-5 ☒ Permanent ☐ Temporary
K.A.R. Number(s)

Is/Are the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s) mandated by the federal government as a requirement
for participating in or implementing a federally subsidized or assisted program?

☐ Yes If yes, continue to fill out the remaining form to be included with the regulation packet submitted
in the review process to the Department of Administration and the Attorney General. Budget
approval is not required; however, the Division of the Budget will require submission of a copy
of the EIS at the end of the review process.

☒ No If no, do the total annual implementation and compliance costs for the proposed rule(s) and
regulation(s), calculated from the effective date of the rule(s) and regulation(s), exceed $1.0
million or more in implementation and compliance costs that are reasonably expected to be
incurred by or passed along to businesses, local governmental units and individuals as a result
of the proposed rule and regulation over the initial five-year period following adoption of such
rule(s) and regulation(s) (as calculated in Section III, F)?

☐ Yes If “Yes,” then the agency shall not adopt the rule(s) and regulation(s) until the rule(s)
and regulation(s) has been ratified by the Legislature with a bill, unless the proposed
rule(s) and regulation(s) are: 1) mandated by the federal government as a requirement
for participating in or implementing a federally subsidized or assisted program, as
described in K.S.A. 77-416(b)(1)(B), and amendments thereto; 2) temporary rule(s)
and regulation(s) adopted pursuant to K.S.A. 77-422, and amendments thereto; or 3)
rules and regulations adopted pursuant to K.S.A. 2-3710 (Kansas Agricultural
Remediation Board). Continue to fill out the remaining EIS form to be included with
the regulation packet in the review process to the Department of Administration and
the Attorney General. The submitted EIS will be independently analyzed by the
Division of the Budget for approval.

☒ No If no, continue to fill out the remaining form to be included with the regulation
packet submitted in the review process to the Department of Administration and the
Attorney General. The submitted EIS will be analyzed by the Division of the Budget
for approval.
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Section I
Analysis, brief description, and cost and benefit quantification of the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s). If
the approach chosen by the Kansas agency to address the policy issue is different from that utilized by
agencies of contiguous states or of the federal government, the economic impact statement shall include an
explanation of why the Kansas agency's rule and regulation differs.
Analysis, Brief Description of Regulation
This permanent regulation reestablishes the fall turkey season, which has not been in effect since 2022. The
regulation is being amended to reopen the fall season and allow only Kansas residents to take a single bearded
turkey between October 31 to January 31 with any legal equipment. The season will be closed during rifle deer
seasons.

Cost/Benefit Analysis
Given the limited numbers of turkeys taken during previous fall seasons, the Department believes a limited fall
season will not have a significant impact on turkey populations. This change will benefit Kansas residents by
providing them an additional opportunity to take turkey, which will often occur while hunting other wildlife such as
deer, pheasant, or quail.

Approach of Contiguous States
This proposed change more closely aligns Kansas with neighboring states. Nebraska, Colorado, Missouri, and
Oklahoma have a fall turkey season with varying dates.

Section II
Explain whether the proposed rule and regulation is mandated by federal law as a requirement for
participating in or implementing a federally subsidized or assisted program and whether the proposed rules
and regulations exceed the requirements of applicable federal law.
The proposed regulation is not mandated by federal law or a requirement for participation in or implementing a
federally subsidized or assisted program.

Section III
Agency analysis specifically addressing the following:
A. The extent to which the rule(s) and regulation(s) will enhance or restrict business activities and

growth;
The proposed regulation will not restrict business activities. It may slightly enhance some local business activities,
but any benefit is expected to be de minimis.

B. The economic effect, including a detailed quantification of implementation and compliance costs,
on the specific businesses, sectors, public utility ratepayers, individuals, and local governments that
will be affected by the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s) and on the state economy as a whole;

The proposed regulation does not impose any compliance costs on businesses, sectors, public utility ratepayers,
individuals, or local governments.
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C. Businesses that would be directly affected by the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s);
No businesses will be directly affected by the proposed regulation.

D. Benefits of the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s) compared to the costs;
The primary benefit of the proposed regulation is that it gives Kansas residents an additional opportunity to harvest
a bearded turkey in the fall season. There are no implementation costs associated with the regulation.

E. Measures taken by the agency to minimize the cost and impact of the proposed rule(s) and
regulation(s) on business and economic development within the State of Kansas, local government,
and individuals;

Because the proposed regulation imposes no implementation costs, no such actions were necessary.

F. An estimate of the total annual implementation and compliance costs that are reasonably expected
to be incurred by or passed along to businesses, local governments, or individuals. Note: Do not account
for any actual or estimated cost savings that may be realized. Implementation and compliance costs
determined shall be those additional costs reasonably expected to be incurred and shall be separately
identified for the affected businesses, local governmental units, and individuals.

Costs to Affected Businesses – $0
Costs to Local Governmental Units – $0

Costs to Individuals – $0
Total Annual Costs – $0

(sum of above amounts)

Give a detailed statement of the data and methodology used in estimating the above cost estimate.
The proposed regulation does not impose any implementation costs—it simply allows Kansas
residents the opportunity to harvest a bearded turkey in the fall season.

☐ Yes
☐ No
☒ Not
Applicable

If the total implementation and compliance costs exceed $1.0 million or more in
implementation and compliance costs over the initial five-year period following
adoption of such rule(s) and regulation(s) that are reasonably expected to be incurred
by or passed along to businesses, local governmental units and individuals as a result
of the proposed rule and regulation, did the agency hold a public hearing to find that
the estimated costs have been accurately determined and are necessary for achieving
legislative intent? If applicable, document when the public hearing was held, those in
attendance, and any pertinent information from the hearing.
If applicable, click here to enter public hearing information.
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Provide an estimate to any changes in aggregate state revenues and expenditures for the
implementation of the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s), for both the current fiscal year and next
fiscal year.

The proposed regulation will not change any aggregate state revenues or expenditures.

Provide an estimate of any immediate or long-range economic impact of the proposed rule(s) and
regulation(s) on any individual(s), small employers, and the general public. If no dollar estimate
can be given for any individual(s), small employers, and the general public, give specific reasons
why no estimate is possible.

The proposed regulation might provide a slight immediate benefit to businesses through increased
purchases of sporting goods at local sporting goods stores, but any amount is de minimis. No specific
dollar amount can be given because the regulation does not directly regulate or impose costs on
individuals.

G. If the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s) increases or decreases revenues of cities, counties or school
districts, or imposes functions or responsibilities on cities, counties or school districts that will
increase expenditures or fiscal liability, describe how the state agency consulted with the League of
Kansas Municipalities, Kansas Association of Counties, and/or the Kansas Association of School
Boards.

The proposed regulation neither increases or decreases revenues of cities, counties or school districts,
nor does it impose functions or responsibilities on cities, counties, or school districts.

H. Describe how the agency consulted and solicited information from businesses, business
associations, local governmental units, state agencies, or institutions and members of the public that
may be affected by the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s) or may provide relevant information.

Before moving forward with the proposed regulation, the Department engaged the public on several
occasions, including at four different public meetings. The proposed expansion was discussed at two
Wildlife and Park Commission Meetings. The first Commission meeting took place on April 9, 2026,
in Topeka. The second Commission meeting took place on June 18, 2026, in Lindsborg. The potential
change was also discussed at two public meetings held on the subject. One was held in Wichita on
April 22, 2026, and the second was held in Salina on May 6, 2026. In both meetings, members of the
public were informed of the potential change, asked to provide their input, and asked to complete an
exit survey. Finally, turkey hunters were asked in the spring harvest survey about their opinion on a
fall season, which received about 771 responses.

Section IV
Does the Economic Impact Statement involve any environmental rule(s) and regulation(s)?
☐ Yes If yes, complete the remainder of Section IV.
☒ No If no, skip the remainder of Section IV.
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A. Describe the capital and annual costs of compliance with the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s), and
the individuals or entities who would bear the costs.

Click here to enter agency response.

B. Describe the initial and annual costs of implementing and enforcing the proposed rule(s) and
regulation(s), including the estimated amount of paperwork, and the state agencies, other
governmental agencies, or other individuals who will bear the costs.

Click here to enter agency response.

C. Describe the costs that would likely accrue if the proposed rule(s) and regulation(s) are not adopted,
the individuals or entities who will bear the costs and who will be affected by the failure to adopt
the rule(s) and regulation(s).

Click here to enter agency response.

D. Provide a detailed statement of the data and methodology used in estimating the costs used.
Click here to enter agency response.
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Kansas Administrative Regulations
Economic Impact Statement
Public Hearing Certification

(To be completed after the public hearing)

Agency: Click here to start typingAgency Contact: Click here to start typing

Phone Number or Email: Click here to start typing

K.A.R. Number(s): Click here to start typing

Public Hearing Date: Select date

Public Hearing Time: Click here to start typing

Public Hearing Location: Click here to start typing

Public Hearing Attendance: Click here to start typing



Kansas Wildlife and Parks Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

A public hearing will be conducted by the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks Commission
(the Commission) at 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 27, 2026, at the Bicknell Center for the Arts
Dean Family VIP Room, 1711 S. Homer St., Pittsburg, KS 66762, to consider the approval and
adoption of a proposed administrative regulation of the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks.
Other Commission business will follow and will include general discussions, which may include
educational presentations, workshop sessions, and public comment opportunity following the
public hearing. The meeting will continue until all business is complete. The public hearing will
be conducted in person and via video conferencing system. Members of the public who wish to
attend the public hearing virtually must pre-register at
https://ksoutdoors.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__ikagyiUTOq6HB5QTS38HQ.

This 30-day notice period prior to the hearing constitutes a public comment period for the purpose
of receiving written public comments on the proposed administrative regulation. All interested
parties may submit written comments prior to the hearing to the Chair of the Commission, Kansas
Department of Wildlife and Parks, 1020 S. Kansas Avenue, Suite 200, Topeka, Kansas 66612, or
to megan.deters@ks.gov, if submitted electronically. All interested parties will be given a
reasonable opportunity at the hearing to express their views orally regarding the adoption of the
proposed regulation. During the hearing, all written and oral comments submitted by interested
parties will be considered by the Commission as a basis for approving, amending and approving,
or rejecting the proposed regulation.

Copies of the complete text of the regulation and economic impact statement may be obtained by
writing the Chair of the Commission at the address above, may be accessed electronically on the
Department’s website at www.ksoutdoors.com, or by calling (785) 296-6373.

Any individual with a disability may request an accommodation to participate in the public hearing
and may request the proposed regulation and economic impact statement in an accessible format.
Requests for accommodation to participate in the hearing should be made at least ten (10) business
days in advance of the hearing by contacting Megan Deters at (785) 296-6373. Persons with a
hearing impairment may call the Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at (800)
432-0698 to request special accommodations.

Summaries of the proposed regulation and its economic impact follow. (Note: Statements
indicating that “The Commission anticipates that the proposed amendment/new regulation will
have minor to no economic impact” are intended to indicate that no economic impact on the
Commission, other state agencies, persons subject to the proposed regulations, or the general
public have been identified.)

K.A.R. 115-25-5:

This permanent regulation reestablishes the fall turkey season, which has not been in effect
since 2022. The regulation is being amended to reopen the fall season and allow permittees
to take a single bearded turkey between October 31 and January 31 with any legal

https://ksoutdoors.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__ikagyiUTOq6HB5QTS38HQ
http://www.ksoutdoors.com


equipment. The season will be closed during rifle deer seasons.

Economic Impact:

No substantial negative economic impact to the Department, other state agencies, small
businesses, or individual members of the public is anticipated.

Whitney Damron, Chair
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks Commission
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